SPORTS TRIVIA 


e Each major league baseball team breaks about 500 bats a year, I'm told. 

e However underdeveloped the nation, if it has paper, it has playing cards. 

e Hardly any of the women who sew covers on baseballs know what a field baseball team looks like. 
Haiti has no bat-and-ball games. 

e You don't hit a home run, professionally speaking, just because you sign a major league contract. 
Ninety-two percent of the baseball players who sign such contracts never appear in major league 
games. 

e Julius Caesar once banned a sort of football game because it was too gentle. 

e Neil Saunders beat Rose Harland in the first public female boxing match of record. A New York City 
event in 1976, that. Neil didn't win a purse. She won a silver butter dish. 

e The Dutch in the 14th century played a stick-and-ball game called "colf." The Scots imported it and 
called it "goff." Eventually, it got back to Europe as "golf." Note, please, the original Dutch could get 
longer drives. When they played it on ice. 

e Inthe early days of football, there was no such thing as goal posts. 

e In an Italian stained glass window, crafted around 1580, is a crude but identifiable form of a bicycle 
carrying an angel on a cloud. You and | know the bike only dates back a couple of hundred years. So 
how did that glass artist come up with it? 

e It's a matter of sports record that a professional golfer named Ky Laffoon once got so mad at his 
putter he leashed it behind his car and dragged it all the way home. 

e Skates that look exactly like today's roller blades were advertised in "Frank Leslie's Illustrated 
Newspaper,” New York, N.Y. on April 27, 1861. So reports a collector of antique newspapers. 

e Swimming makes muscles longer but not bulkier, say the physical fitness experts. Tone without 
mass. 

e In 1912, Joe Dawson won the second Indianapolis 500 in 6:21:06. Ralph Mulford was told he had 
to complete the race for 10th-place money. It took him 8:53 as he made several stops for fried 
chicken. The finishing rule was changed the next year. 

e What really scattered the game of baseball around the United States was the Union Army during 
the Civil War. 

e It was in 319 B.C. that Socrates said: "Athletics have become professionalized." 

e Hopscotch was a religious game, once. The final square was heaven. 

e Country club record keepers say upkeep of just one golf hole costs an average of about 25,000 
dollars a year. 

e You're about 10 times as likely to shoot a golf hole-in-one as to bowl a perfect 300 game, according 
to the odds readers. 

e Report is that two out of three professional football players leave the game with permanent injuries. 
Lifelong trick knees and the like. 

e In baseball, the defense controls the ball at the beginning of every play. In what other games is that 
the case? 

e Q: How fast can the good paddlers move their canoes? 

A: About 7 mph. 

e Q: Who came up with the bright idea to have bands play at school games? 

A: Can tell you why, but not who. It started at town sports events, not schools. Sabbath rules in many 
places prohibited games on Sunday unless musicians were there to play hymns. 

e The Earl of Derby and Sir Charles Bunbury flipped a coin for the right to name an upcoming horse 
race. In 1780, this. The Earl won. So the Derby was not called the Bunbury. Bunbury's horse came in 
first, though. 

e HERE 


